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I82347Z 072445/21 

O I82248Z MAY 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USDEL SECRETARY IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 114751 TOSEC 040335 

FOR CARTER FROM S/PRS - FRED BROWN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT: PRESS BRIEFING SUMMARY, WEDNESDAY, 5/18 
NO. 41 

1 . 1 ANNOUNCED, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION LEFT OVER FROM 
MONDAY, THAT TECHNICAL TALKS WITH CUBA ON EISHERIES WILL 
RESUME IN NEW YORK LATER IN THE WEEK. 

2. 1 ANNOUNCED THAT THE PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATIONS RESUMED 
THIS MORNING IN THE DEPT, AND DECLINED TO PROVIDE ANY 
PROGNOSIS ON THE TALKS. 

3. 1 MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS ON ANDY YOUNG'S VISIT TO 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

- YOUNG WILL TRAVEL TO JOHANNESBURG SATURDAY ON A USAF 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PLANE WITH FULL PARTY AND PRESS CONTINGENT. 

- NO MEETINGS WITH SOUTH AERICAN OFFICIALS CURRENTLY 
SCHEDULED. 

- YOUNG WILL MEET WITH BUSINESS GROUP ON SATURDAY AND 
ATTEND EMBASSY RECEPTION ON SUNDAY. 
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- I PROVIDED THE EOLLOWING JUSTIEICATION EOR USG PAYMENT 
OE TRIP EXPENSES: "AMBASSADOR YOUNG HAS BEEN INVITED AND 
WILL BE GOING TO SOUTH AFRICA AS THE US REPRESENTATIVE TO 
THE UN, NOT SIMPLY AS A PRIVATE CITIZEN. THE EACT THAT HE 
WILL BE ADDRESSING PRIVATE GROUPS RATHER THAN GOVERNMENT 
OEFICIALS DOES NOT CHANGE THAT STATUS. THIS HAS LONG BEEN 

A COMMON PRACTICE BOTH DOMESTIC ALT .Y AND ABROAD AND IS 
CONSIDERED BY THE DEPT TO BE IN EURTHERANCE OE US EOREIGN 
POLICY AND IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST. 

- YOUNG WILL RECEIVE NO STIPEND FOR SPEECH. 

- SECURITY ESCORT WILL GO WITH AMB YOUNG. 

WE SPARRED SOME ON THE QUESTION OE MEETINGS WITH SOUTH 
AERICAN OFEICIALS. I DECLINED TO SPECULATE ON CONSID- 
ERATIONS, INTENTIONS OR PLANS IN THE PAST, SAYING SIMPLY 
THAT THERE ARE NO PLANS NOW. 

THERE WAS SOME SKEPTICISM ON THE PART OP THE PRESS ON 
"PRIVATE" VERSUS "PUBLIC" CAPACITY. 

4. MAIN SUBJECT OF BRIEFING WAS ISRAELI ELECTIONS. I RE- 
SPONDED INITIALLY WITH THE FOLLOWING COMMENT: 

"I HAVE NO COMMENT, ANALYSIS OR INTERPRETATION ON THE 
OUTCOME OF THE ELECTIONS. WE RECOGNIZE THAT ISRAEL WILL 
NEED SOME TIME TO PUT A GOVERNMENT TOGETHER. ONCE THAT 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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HAPPENS WE WILL WANT TO GET ON WITH OUR CONSULTATIONS WITH 
ISRAEL AND THE ARAB GOVERNMENTS, ABOUT HOW TO MOVE THE 
PEACE PROCESS FORWARD. 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT REMAINS FULLY COMMITTED TO 
THAT PROCESS." 

IN THE FACE OF HEAVY QUESTIONING, I MADE THE FOLLOWING 
POINTS: 

- THE STATEMENT WAS CLEARED APPROPRIATELY, AND THE SECRE- 
TARY KNEW ABOUT IT. 

- I DECLINED TO SPECULATE ABOUT ANY FUTURE EVENTS. 

- I REITERATED THAT SECRETARY AND PRESIDENT HAVE SAID WE 
LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING WITH NEW PRIME MINISTER. 

- STATED I WAS NOT IN A POSITION TO ANSWER THE QUESTION 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


OF us CONTRIBUTION TO THE LIKUD VICTORY BY PRESIDENT'S 

"OUTSPOKEN REMARKS," INCLUDING SPECIFICALLY PERES QUOTE 
BLAMING CARTER ADMINISTRATION FOR DEFEAT. 

- STUDIOUSLY AVOIDED GIVING ANY IMPRESSION OF DEPARTMENT'S 
VIEWS OR PREDICTIONS BEFORE THE ELECTION, DESPITE SOME 
CLOSE QUESTIONING. 

- DECLINED TO EXPRESS ANY EXPECTATIONS ON PEACE PROCESS 
EXCEPT TO NOTE THAT FAHD WILL VISIT NEXT WEEK AS PART OF 
CONTINUING CONSULTATIONS. 

- I WAS ASKED IF THE SECRETARY AND THE ADMINISTRATION 
STILL CONSIDER IT IMPORTANT TO CONVENE A GENEVA CONFERENCE 
BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR. I RESPONDED THAT I COULD NOT 
MODIFY WHAT THE SECRETARY HAD SAID ON THE SUBJECT, AND WAS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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NOT PREPARED TO SAY SPECIFICALLY WHAT WE INTEND TO DO. 

- I SAID THAT WE WOULD DO WHATEVER IS NORMAL AS EAR AS 
MESSAGES OF CONGRATULATIONS ARE CONCERNED. 

- I STATED THAT OUR POSITION ON PLO REMAINS UNCHANGED. 

- I CONFIRMED THAT THE US COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL'S SECURITY 
IS UNCHANGED. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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UNA: AFHOLLOWAY (PHONE) 

191542Z 086645/44 

O 191520Z MAY 77 

EM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY MAPUTO IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 114751 

EOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG FROM S/PRS 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 1 14751 ACTION USDEL SECRETARY MAY 18. 

QUOTE UNCLAS STATE 1 14751 TOSEC 040335 
EOR CARTER EROM S/PRS - ERED BROWN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT: PRESS BRIEFING SUMMARY, WEDNESDAY, 5/18 
NO. 41 

1 . 1 ANNOUNCED, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION LEFT OVER EROM 
MONDAY, THAT TECHNICAL TALKS WITH CUBA ON FISHERIES WILL 
RESUME IN NEW YORK LATER IN THE WEEK. 

2. 1 ANNOUNCED THAT THE PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATIONS RESUMED 
THIS MORNING IN THE DEPT, AND DECLINED TO PROVIDE ANY 
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PROGNOSIS ON THE TALKS. 

3. 1 MADE THE EOLLOWING POINTS ON ANDY YOUNG'S VISIT TO 
SOUTH AERICA. 

- YOUNG WILL TRAVEL TO JOHANNESBURG SATURDAY ON A USAE 
PLANE WITH EULL PARTY AND PRESS CONTINGENT. 

- NO MEETINGS WITH SOUTH AFRICAN OFFICIALS CURRENTLY 
SCHEDULED. 

- YOUNG WILL MEET WITH BUSINESS GROUP ON SATURDAY AND 
ATTEND EMBASSY RECEPTION ON SUNDAY. 

- I PROVIDED THE EOLLOWING JUSTIEICATION EOR USG PAYMENT 
OE TRIP EXPENSES: "AMBASSADOR YOUNG HAS BEEN INVITED AND 
WILL BE GOING TO SOUTH AFRICA AS THE US REPRESENTATIVE TO 
THE UN, NOT SIMPLY AS A PRIVATE CITIZEN. THE EACT THAT HE 
WILL BE ADDRESSING PRIVATE GROUPS RATHER THAN GOVERNMENT 
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OFFICIALS DOES NOT CHANGE THAT STATUS. THIS HAS LONG BEEN 
A COMMON PRACTICE BOTH DOMESTICALLY AND ABROAD AND IS 
CONSIDERED BY THE DEPT TO BE IN EURTHERANCE OE US EOREIGN 
POLICY AND IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST. 

- YOUNG WILL RECEIVE NO STIPEND FOR SPEECH. 

- SECURITY ESCORT WILL GO WITH AMB YOUNG. 

WE SPARRED SOME ON THE QUESTION OE MEETINGS WITH SOUTH 
AERICAN OFEICIALS. I DECLINED TO SPECULATE ON CONSID- 
ERATIONS, INTENTIONS OR PEANS IN THE PAST, SAYING SIMPLY 
THAT THERE ARE NO PLANS NOW. 

THERE WAS SOME SKEPTICISM ON THE PART OP THE PRESS ON 
"PRIVATE" VERSUS "PUBLIC" CAPACITY. 
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4. MAIN SUBJECT OF BRIEFING WAS ISRAELI ELECTIONS. I RE- 
SPONDED INITIALLY WITH THE POLLOWING COMMENT: 

"I HAVE NO COMMENT, ANALYSIS OR INTERPRETATION ON THE 
OUTCOME OP THE ELECTIONS. WE RECOGNIZE THAT ISRAEL WILL 
NEED SOME TIME TO PUT A GOVERNMENT TOGETHER. ONCE THAT 
HAPPENS WE WILL WANT TO GET ON WITH OUR CONSULTATIONS WITH 
ISRAEL AND THE ARAB GOVERNMENTS, ABOUT HOW TO MOVE THE 
PEACE PROCESS FORWARD. 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT REMAINS PULLY COMMITTED TO 
THAT PROCESS." 

IN THE FACE OP HEAVY QUESTIONING, I MADE THE FOLLOWING 
POINTS: 

- THE STATEMENT WAS CLEARED APPROPRIATELY, AND THE SECRE- 
TARY KNEW ABOUT IT. 

- I DECLINED TO SPECULATE ABOUT ANY FUTURE EVENTS. 

- I REITERATED THAT SECRETARY AND PRESIDENT HAVE SAID WE 
LOOK PORWARD TO MEETING WITH NEW PRIME MINISTER. 

- STATED I WAS NOT IN A POSITION TO ANSWER THE QUESTION 
OP US CONTRIBUTION TO THE LIKUD VICTORY BY PRESIDENT'S 

"OUTSPOKEN REMARKS," INCLUDING SPECIFICALLY PERES QUOTE 
BLAMING CARTER ADMINISTRATION POR DEPEAT. 

- STUDIOUSLY AVOIDED GIVING ANY IMPRESSION OP DEPARTMENT'S 
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VIEWS OR PREDICTIONS BEEORE THE ELECTION, DESPITE SOME 
CLOSE QUESTIONING. 

- DECLINED TO EXPRESS ANY EXPECTATIONS ON PEACE PROCESS 
EXCEPT TO NOTE THAT EAHD WILL VISIT NEXT WEEK AS PART OP 
UNCLASSIPIED 
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CONTINUING CONSULTATIONS. 

- I WAS ASKED IP THE SECRETARY AND THE ADMINISTRATION 
STILL CONSIDER IT IMPORTANT TO CONVENE A GENEVA CONPERENCE 
BEFORE THE END OP THE YEAR. I RESPONDED THAT I COULD NOT 
MODIPY WHAT THE SECRETARY HAD SAID ON THE SUBJECT, AND WAS 
NOT PREPARED TO SAY SPECIPICALLY WHAT WE INTEND TO DO. 

- I SAID THAT WE WOULD DO WHATEVER IS NORMAL AS PAR AS 
MESSAGES OF CONGRATULATIONS ARE CONCERNED. 

- I STATED THAT OUR POSITION ON PLO REMAINS UNCHANGED. 

- I CONPIRMED THAT THE US COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL'S SECURITY 
IS UNCHANGED. 

CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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